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Holidays with

Welcome to Yorkshire VW Camper hire

Yorkshire Yorkshire VWVW
Camper HireCamper Hire

enquiries@yorkshirevwen uiries@ orkshirev

HAPPY DAYS with Lola!!

Travelling in a vintage Volkswagen Travelling in a vintage Volkswagen 
Campervan is the ideal way to explore Campervan is the ideal way to explore 
all that Yorkshire has to offer; stunning all that Yorkshire has to offer; stunning 
countryside, historic and beautiful countryside, historic and beautiful 
cities, market towns, quaint villages and cities, market towns, quaint villages and 
breathtaking coastline.breathtaking coastline.

Whether you plan to have an action Whether you plan to have an action 
packed break or a relaxing chill out, we are packed break or a relaxing chill out, we are 
sure that you will enjoy the  exibility and sure that you will enjoy the  exibility and 
freedom that a campervan has to offer. freedom that a campervan has to offer. 
Who needs a timetable when you have Who needs a timetable when you have 
some of the most stunning sites in the some of the most stunning sites in the 
British Isles at your  ngertips.British Isles at your  ngertips.

Create your own holiday- relax on a beach, Create your own holiday- relax on a beach, 
walk the Cleveland Way, cycle in Dalby walk the Cleveland Way, cycle in Dalby 
Forest, learn to surf, or just take in the Forest, learn to surf, or just take in the 
stunning coastline that Yorkshire has to stunning coastline that Yorkshire has to 
offer.  Alternatively, why not take Lola to offer.  Alternatively, why not take Lola to 
a festival and have somewhere cool to a festival and have somewhere cool to 
stay, hire her for your Wedding Day or stay, hire her for your Wedding Day or 
Honeymoon, or take your loved one out Honeymoon, or take your loved one out 
for an evening to celebrate that special for an evening to celebrate that special 
occasion; the choice is yours.occasion; the choice is yours.

We are located just off the A64, 4 miles out We are located just off the A64, 4 miles out 
of Scarborough which is an ideal location to of Scarborough which is an ideal location to 
start your adventures.start your adventures.

We specialise in classic VW camper hire in 
the North Yorkshire Moors, Yorkshire Wolds 
and East Coast area. 

Yorkshirevwcamperhire            @retrocamper

PTO to read 

about weddings 

with Lola

= Includes an additional ‘Relaxed 
Performance’ on 5th August at 2.00 pm.  
Specially adapted for people with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders.  See overleaf.

Music and lyrics by STEPHEN SCHWARTZ.  
Book by JOHN CAIRD

This amateur production is presented by 
arrangement with JOSEF WEINBERGER LTD. on 

behalf of MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL of NEW YORK.

4th, 5th= & 6th August 2016
7.30 pm (Sat. Matinee 2.00 pm)

Tickets: From £12

YESOS Youth Musical Theatre presents
a musical from the creator of Wicked and Godspell

01737 276500
www.harlequintheatre.co.uk

Supporting: 

One of THE
TOUGHEST 

adventure 
rides in 

the UK

22nd-24th June 2018
www.yorkshiretruegrit.co.uk

C
ycling Plus

STAND C7.1
BIGGER  •  BETTER  •  STRONGER

DEALS
at BETA International 2018

GET IT AT

RED
GORILLA

DEALS VALID UNTIL END JAN 2018

BathroomsAllerton Park, the perfect accommodation for 
wedding party guests of Allerton Castle weddings

STAY 
SAFE 

Keep Your 
Distance

Due to the Coronavirus we are offering 
limited print essentials such as flyers, 
letterheads, posters, business cards, 

invoice ncr pads, etc. please email your 
requirements to: info@ghsmith.com

www.moverleyskiphire.co.uk
info@moverleyskiphire.co.uk

All Sizes of Skips
Fast, Reliable Service
Recycling Your Waste
Licensed Tipping Facilities
Wait and Load Service
Reclaimed Building Materials
Crushed Rubble

www.thirskweeklynews.com

Coronavirus: the sun 
will shine on us again
The remarkable optimism of 99-year-

old Yorkshire war veteran Captain Tom 
Moore who has raised more than 
£14 million (and still rising) for NHS 
charities has captured all our hearts. It 
shows a resilience and determination 
which is quite extraordinary. On 
completing his 100th lap of his garden 
to mark his 100th birthday Captain 
Moore said that “the sun with shine on 
us again and the clouds will go away”. 
How right he is.

Nonetheless, it’s been a long four 
weeks since the Prime Minister 
announced a virtual lockdown on 
March 23rd.  Whatever your age, 
whether you are in work, retired, 
self- employed, in education or in a 
vulnerable group, you will have been 
affected by the sudden onslaught of 
the coronavirus, which has taken the 
whole world by surprise. Although 
the lockdown has been extended by 

a further three weeks there are signs 
that sooner, rather than later, we will 
start to emerge from our homes and 
normal life can begin again. Whilst the 
number of deaths are still significant 
the evidence shows that the number 
of people contracting the virus is 
plateauing which, in turn, will mean, 
like other European countries before 
us, we can start to look at ways of 
easing restrictions to try to get the 
economy moving again. 

The Government has introduced a 
package of measures and restrictions 
which are entirely unprecedented. 
They were designed to keep 
businesses afloat so they can be 
rebooted when this crisis is over and 
to ensure that people have money 
in their banks to pay for the basic 
necessities whilst giving people the 
opportunity to defer mortgage and rent 
payments. It includes non-repayable 
grants that can reimburse businesses 
for up to 80% of the salaries of 
employees, a similar scheme for 
the self-employed, business rates 
grants, HMRC Time to Pay scheme 
for VAT and PAYE, 3 month payment 
holidays for residential and buy to 
let mortgages and commercial 
loans, the opportunity to renegotiate 
lease payments, a 3 month freeze 
on loans and credit cards payments, 
a £500 interest free overdraft and 
the cancellation of increased rates 
due for larger overdrafts on personal 

accounts. 
My staff and I have been able to 

deal with hundreds of inquiries about 
how the support measures affect them 
including queries about the lockdown, 
ideas about how we manage and 
recover from the crisis, where to get 
help and repatriation issues for many 
who have been stranded abroad. 
I have been in regular touch with 
ministers and have been feeding back 
concerns and ideas on a daily basis.

Much of my work in Parliament 
centres on helping small and medium 
sized businesses. Following concerns I 
and others have raised, I was delighted 
when the Chancellor announced that 
there would be big improvements to 
the way banks lend money to both 
large and small businesses. The loans 
which can range from £5k-£5m, will 
be interest free for 12 months and will 
not require a personal guarantee for 
borrowing of up £250k. 

There has naturally been a great deal 
of concern about the safety of those 
living and working in care homes 
following a number of deaths from 
coronavirus. I have been pressing 
the Health and Social Care Minister, 
Matt Hancock, to start testing those 
leaving hospital to go into the social 
care sector and so I was pleased 
when he announced that anyone who 
needs a coronavirus test in social care 
settings will get one. Ensuring our 
frontline staff are properly protected 
is of paramount importance to me. 
Having raised this matter with the 
department, I know that Mr Hancock 
is taking this issue extremely seriously 
and I have been in touch with him 
regularly about it. I will continue to 
closely scrutinize steps being taken to 

ensure that all health and social care 
staff, whether they work in the NHS 
or other care facilities, are adequately 
protected and able to carry out their 
vital roles safely.

These difficult times have brought 
out the best in so many people. We 
owe a debt of gratitude to our fantastic 
NHS staff and care workers who are 
putting their own health at risk to 
look after the sick and the vulnerable. 
Local volunteer groups have emerged 
across North Yorkshire delivering 
groceries and medicines as well as 
keeping in touch with the lonely and 
isolated. It has been a time which 
has brought people and communities 
together and I’d like to thank you all 
for whatever part you have played in 
helping us get through this together.

Kevin Hollinrake MP

What is the name of the new housing development 
Bellway Homes is currently building in Thirsk? 

A) Racecourse Gardens         B) Furlong Park   
C) Dettori’s Grange 

Competition

Answer: ..........................................................................................

Your Name: ....................................................................................

DAYTIME telephone number: ........................................................

Address: .........................................................................................

........................................................................................................

........................................................................................................

Open to all ages. Closing date is Monday 11th May at 5pm.  Usual 
T&C apply. A picture of the winner will be published in  The Easingwold 
Advertiser and Thirsk Weekly News. Failure to comply will result in a  
re-draw.  There is no cash alternative offered. Easingwold Advertiser 
and Thirsk Weekly News, Market Place,  Easingwold, York YO61 3AB  
or enter by email:  claire@ghsmith.com

WIN FREE GOLF WITH BELLWAY HOMES AND 
THIRSK & NORTHALLERTON GOLF CLUB

The Yorkshire division of Bellway Homes has teamed up with Thirsk & 
Northallerton Golf Club to give away a year’s associate membership at 
the club (worth £290), plus £100 to spend at the club’s Professional Shop.
To be in with a chance of winning, answer the question below!

When complete, Bellway’s Furlong 
Park will comprise 112 two, three 
and four bedroom homes, including 
bungalows – a mix the company 
says means the development has 
something for everyone; from 
first time buyers to downsizers; 
growing families to those living 
alone. 

For more information visit www.bellway.co.uk or call 01845 408691.
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School offers a helping hand in PPE search
A local school has offered a helping 

hand in the quest to supply local 
health care services with PPE amid the 
Coronavirus crisis.

Cundall Manor School’s, Miss 
Stevens, has been busy in the Design 

and Technology workshop this week 
making visors for the NHS. The 
materials have been funded wholly by 
staff donations and all the masks will 
be donated to our frontline workers in 
need of PPE during this health crisis.

Teachers and some of our key 
worker children have been helping to 
put them together. The school hopes 
to give out nearly 500 of these masks 
over the next few days.

Skip to the Lou!
We’re doing all we’re told to

And have a daily walk
But keeping such a space apart

It’s difficult to talk
I’ve little sight and very deaf

My friend is struggling through
She’s one good leg and a pacemaker

So she finds it difficult too
We need lou rolls badly

So to the Co op we went
But there was nothing we could find

To buy or hire or rent
We nether of us have a car

Not allowed on any bus
So we cannot go to Tesco

And don’t want to make a fuss
As a small girl I remember 

We had an outside lou
Dad cut newspapers into squares

This was what we had to do
Now I don’t buy a newspaper

For reading the print is hard to see
So using my Dad’s system
Would be difficult for me
Ah well if I get to heaven

No doubt in a queue we’ll wait
Perhaps we’ll get a lou roll

When we enter heavens’s gate!
B. Tildsley

(In the mist of the virus!)

My Imaginings
I’ve painted all the fences

And I’ve cut the fuchsias down
I’ve swept the paths with vigour
And I’ve hosed the patio down

I’ve changed the compost in the pots 
And planted them with care

With many different coloured plants
From countries everywhere

I can see in my imaginings
A garden filled with flowers

Yellow and red and pink and blue
It’s taken me many hours

Well I really meant to do it
And I thought about it see

But I really couldn’t manage it
I hadn’t go the energy

So I dreamed of all that I would do
Pictured it in my mind

But when my eyes were opened
I knew what I could find

All the things I’d dreamed of
Have never came to pass
The only thing I had there

Was earth and weeds and grass

So I’ll have to get a gardener
And see what he can do

Perhaps he can do all these things
If I pay a bob or two

So I’ll sit down in my armchair
And smiling, watch him work all day

And imagine what it will look like 
By the time he goes away

B. Tildsley 2016

My Dream
I wonder what I would become

If I could live again
I’m mad on 007

So that would bring me fame
Skiing down the mountains

Flying through the air
Shooting down my enemies

Excitement working every where
I’d solve our countries problems

And nothing would go wrong
With 007 by my side

So handsome, big and strong
I’d leap out of a blazing plane

To land down in the sea
I can’t swim very well at all

But with 007 – he’d save me
I really think he’s wonderful

Right from head to feet
And dressed up in his uniform

He looks a proper treat
Ah! Well – they do say dreams

Come true
How marvellous that would be
But I think perhaps I’ve missed 

My chance
‘Cos I’, almost 93!

B.Tildsley

From the Pages of The Easingwold Advertiser  
& Weekly News 1932

Saturday, April 16th, 1932
SOME TIME AGO 
By Michael Dunoon 

NEWBURGH’S SECRET
Whitehall was silent and dark in 

fog. The spluttering glare of a torch 
carried by a solitary passer-by, for 
a moment a dull yellow light upon 
the features of a man standing in 
a doorway. He was a Roundhead 
guard. In the house beyond the door 
lay the body of Richard Cromwell, 
the dead Protector of England.

Somewhere else in London at 
that moment a party of disguised 
Royalists sat around a table in a 
smokey tavern parlour and devised 
a plan whereby they could take the 
body of the Protector and hang it 
upon the gibbet at Tyburn.

A few hours later the Roundhead 
guard let three cloaked figures 
pass through the door of the house 
he guarded. When they came out 
again two of them were carrying 
between them a sedan chair, the 
other walked at the side of its 
blinded window — blinded so 
that nobody should see the corpse 
which was propped up inside it. In 
the house they had left the body of 
a man who was in feature and form 
the double of the dead Protector 
and whom they had killed for the 
purpose. This was the body which 
the Royalists took later and hung 
upon the gibbet at Tyrburn.

When the early morning sun was 
filtering through the fog, there 
rumbled away from a house on 
the outskirts of the city, a wagon, 
loaded with hay. Peeping between 
the drawn curtains at one of the 
windows of the house, Cromwell’s 
daughter Mary, watched it pass 
out of sight towards the north, not 
knowing whether to laugh with joy 
at the safe escape of her father’s 
body or to cry at the humiliation 
of his last journey through the 
land whose people had wanted him 
to become their king. Three days 
afterwards a ploughman in a field 
near Coxwold noticed a wagon of 
hay going along the road towards 
Newburgh Priory.

Late that night a post chaise swung 
round into the drive of Newburgh 
Park and drew up at the Priory. A 
woman alighted. It was Cromwell’s 
daughter, Mary. She was met in 
the Priory by her husband, Lord 
Fauconberg, and asked him quickly 
“Has it yet arrived?” He gave no 

answer, but led her instead up a 
steep flight of steps in the Tower to 
a chamber. In the chamber stood a 
newly built tomb.

History gives no facts by which 
we can prove that Cromwell lies 
buried at Newburgh Priory.

If paintings could talk perhaps 
the picture of Mary, his daughter, 
which hangs in the Priory might tell 
us the secret of the Protector’s last 
resting place.

SATURDAY,  
APRIL 23rd ,1932

SOME TIME AGO By 
Michael Dunoon

This is the last of these little 
articles which have appeared under 
the general title, “Some Time Ago.” 
Being the last, it is perhaps only 
natural that it should be written 
from a somewhat retrospective 
angle.

Why were the articles written? 
Simply because I came as a stranger 
into the district surrounding 
Easingwold and, with the stranger’s 
usual curiosity, found out facts 
about my new environment which 
stimulated my pen to action. 
Those facts brought upon me the 
realization that I had entered a 
district steeped in historical story 
which whether true or legendary, 
is always curious iF not sometimes 
romantic.

The rather unusual way in which 
the facts have been presented — 
with a good dressing of imagination 
— was an effort to make them 
attractive, to give cold blooded, 
straight forward historical data a 
more palatable taste than that with 
which most of us had to swallow it 
at our school desks until we vowed 
we would never touch it again! 
Doubtless the history of those 
tattered and ink-splotched books 
were more accurate than have been 
these weekly excursions on the 
wings of imagination into the lad 
of some time ago. Nevertheless, the 
reader feels more satisfaction when 
he actually is one of the crowd 
watching an unfortunate young 
lady suffering the ordeals of a 
“ducking stool,” than he does when 
he reads “In Easingwold there used 
to be a ‘ducking stool’ (full stop)!” 
For any inaccuracies, or denials of 
documentary evidence, that may 
have appeared in the articles, I offer 
as an excuse that elusive little sprite 

which has played about my pen — 
imagination. That excuse cannot of 
course, satisfy those who have no 
imagination. They, poor souls are 
to be pitied! This series is not being 
concluded because the facts have 
run out. Although we have watched 
Danish marauders on a misty 
morning at Crayke, received news 
of the Spanish Armada at Beacon 
Bank, climbed the stairs of Sheriff 
Hutton Castle with an imprisoned 
princess, welcomed a London 
bound stage coach into Long Street, 
seen a pagan ceremony at dawn, 
found out the origin of Byland’s 
blind ghost, come across the dead 
body of an Easingwold hero on 
the field of Waterloo and offered 
an explanation of Cromwell’s 
supposed burial at Newburgh 
Priory, we have only begun to 
pierce the wreath of romance which 
encircles the district.

If I have had any aim in what I 
have written it has been to whet 
the appetite of what readers I may 
have won to go in search of moreIf 
I have failed in my object I must, at 
least, have shown those indivuals 
who are always lamenting, 
“Nothing ever happens today,” that 
many things worth investigating 
happened some time ago.

As I conclude I remember how I 
stood one afternoon in the porch of 
the church of Crayke, and seeing 
on the horizon those Minster 
towers which mark the place of 
Christianity’s birth in the North, 
remembered the loveliest story of 
all.

How Edwin, pagan king of 
Northumbria, loved and wedded 
a Christian princess, Ethelburga, 
daughter of Ethelbert, king of 
Kent. How she, telling him with 
her love the story of a manger in 
a Bethlehem stable, won him for 
Christ. And how on the Eve of 
Easter, 627, he was baptised at 
York in a little wooden church built 
over a well, and afterwards began 
to build, stone upon stone, the first 
stone church on the site of to-day’s 
Minster towers.

Standing at Crayke remembering 
this there came a feeling that one 
had caught just a glimpse of the 
whole heritage of these few acres 
of soil         A motor car shrieked 
round the corner into Crayke, and 
I stopped dreaming of some time 
ago.

Trading Standards 
waives fees to offer 
free business advice

North Yorkshire’s Trading Standards 
service is offering free advice to 
businesses in the county to support 
them during the Covid-19 outbreak.

The County Council service will 
waive fees for its business advice for 
the next six months. 

The service offers a range of advice 
services, which will be available free 
of charge to any North Yorkshire-
based business. A specialist team 
of officers can provide advice on all 
aspects of trading standards law, 
including helping businesses to 
diversify into different product areas 
or to move their business online or to 
a takeaway service.  

North Yorkshire County Councillor 
Andrew Lee, Executive Member 
for Trading Standards, said: “We 
understand how difficult this time 
is for businesses and we know 
that access to advice can make a 
significant difference to the success 
of a business, so we are pleased to 
be able to make this offer to all North 
Yorkshire businesses.”

Businesses that would like to use 
the service can contact the team 
on 01609 780780 or at business.
advice@northyorks.gov.uk for more 
details or for advice on a specific 
query.

Council tip closures prompt renewed  
call for action on fly tippers

The coronavirus pandemic has 
forced councils to temporarily close 
their household recycling centres (tips) 
to the public, prompting fears of an 
increase in fly tipping incidents. In 
addition, some councils have also 
scaled back bin collections.

The CLA encourages both 
landowners and farmers, along with 
the public, to report any fly tipping 
incidents to their local authorities.

Farmers and landowners can go 
some way to preventing fly-tipped 
waste on their land by ensuring 
gates to fields are locked, opening 
up concealed entrances so they more 
visible to passersby, using CCTV in 
black spots and reporting all instances 
to the local police force or local 
authority.

CLA Director North Dorothy Fairburn 
said:

“It is shocking to hear reports of 
fly tipping incidents especially at this 
time of lock-down. The closure of tips 
is understandable, but can’t be used 
as an excuse to dump rubbish in our 

countryside.
“Local authorities don’t usually get 

involved with clearing incidences of 
fly-tipped waste from private land 
leaving the landowner cleaning up 
and footing the bill, and if not, they 
risk prosecution for illegal storage of 
waste. This is simply not right or fair.”

The CLA, which represent 30,000 
landowners and farmers in England 
and Wales, have long called for 
decisive action in tackling this scourge 
by publishing a 5-point action plan in 
2017.

As a result the government has 
introduced new regulations in 2018 
which enabled local councils to issue 
fixed penalty notices or fines of up to 
£400 for small scale fly-tipping.

Fly tipping can be reported to local 
councils via a dedicated online site:  
https://www.gov.uk/report-flytipping 
Waste crime can also be reported 
in confidence and anonymously to 
Crimestoppers,by phoning 0800 555 
111.
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High Sheriff of North Yorkshire makes history with first ever live online streaming of Declaration Ceremony
The Declaration Ceremony for 

the incoming High Sheriff of North 
Yorkshire should have taken place at 
York Crown Court on Friday 3rd April 
with Judge, Chair of the Magistrates, 
Under Sheriff of North Yorkshire, the 
Dean of Ripon Cathedral, the current 
High Sheriff and barrister present to 
officiate.  As tradition dictates, the 
ceremony would be followed by a 
celebratory lunch with family, close 
friends and officials in the Court dining 
room. With the current situation of the 
nation in lockdown, the event had to 
be cancelled as the courts closed and 
officials were unable to attend due to 
the Government restrictions.

Undeterred, the High Sheriff in 
nomination, David A Kerfoot MBE, 
DL, decided there must be a way to 
make the ceremony happen safely 
abiding by the Government guidelines, 
but in real time.  So in a break with 
tradition and with some technical help, 

a video conference was organised 
connecting all the officials dressed 
in their traditional robes, wigs and 
adornments, was recorded as it would 
have been in Court, which in turn was 
connected to YouTube and screened 
live to a much wider audience.  At 
one point in the ceremony, over 130 
viewers were watching live compared 
to the 26 who would have attended 
had the event gone ahead at York.

This has created history in our 
region by doing it this way for the 
first time ever in 1000 years of the 
Shrievalty.  The High Sheriff stated 
that he intends doing things differently 
in his year in Office and like others 
before him, intends doing everything 
he can to make a difference to those 
less fortunate than most, and to leave 
his own personal mark in any way 
he can.

“This is an exciting an important 
role which I am honoured to have had 

bestowed upon me, and despite the 
extremely challenging circumstances 
we are currently faced with, I am 
determined to carry out my duties to 
the very best of my ability and will 
endeavour to find ways of connecting 
with people as we have already 
demonstrated”

Image of live screening & with the 
High Sheriff’s wife Mrs Elizabeth 
Kerfoot.

About the office of High Sheriff
The Office of High Sheriff is an 

independent non-political Royal 
appointment for a single year.  The 
origins of the Office date back to 

Saxon times, when the ‘Shire Reeve’ 
was responsible for the King, for 
the maintenance of law and order 
within the shire or county, and for 
the collection and return of taxes due 
to the Crown.  Today there are 55 
High Sheriffs serving the counties of 
England and Wales each year.

Whilst the duties of the role have 
evolved over time, supporting the 
Crown and the Judiciary remain 
central elements of the role today.  In 
addition, High Sheriffs actively lend 
support and encouragement to crime 
prevention agencies, the emergency 
services and to the voluntary sector.

In recent years, High Sheriffs in 

many parts of England and Wales have 
been particularly active in encouraging 
crime reduction initiatives, especially 
amongst young people.  Many High 
Sheriffs also assist Community 
Foundations and local charities 
working with vulnerable and other 
people, both in endorsing and helping 
to raise the profile of their valuable 
work.  The High Sheriffs’ Association 
adopted National Crimebeat in recent 
years in response to specific areas 
of need.

High Sheriffs receive no remuneration 
and no part of the expense of a High 
Sheriff’s year falls on the public purse.

HAMBLETON PLANNING PROCESS  
ADAPTS DURING COVID-19 CRISIS

Hambleton District Council is 
working differently so key planning 
decisions can continue to be made 
during the COVID-19 crisis.

The usual planning committees have 
been cancelled until further notice 
in order to comply with government 
guidelines around social distancing 
so virtual arrangements have quickly 
been set up to keep key planning 
business going during this difficult 
time.

A virtual consultative panel involving 
officers, the chairman and vice 
chairman of the planning committee 
and the cabinet portfolio holder 
for planning has been established 
to ensure that the Scheme of 
Delegation (the legislation which 
allows for decisions in the planning 
process to be made by officers in 
certain circumstances) is used to the 
maximum during the COVID-19 crisis 
to keep things moving.

The first panel meeting was held 
via video conference on Wednesday 
8 April. The members agreed all of 
the eleven applications on the agenda 
should be determined at officer level 
rather than be referred to the planning 
committee for further consideration.  

All of these applications have been 
assessed against interim policy 

guidance for small scale housing 
development and these decisions can 
now be issued immediately.  

Full Council is being asked to 
consider allowing greater delegation 
for planning decision making from 
the planning committee to officers at 
a virtual meeting on Friday 17 April.

Planning portfolio holder Cllr David 
Webster said: “This is excellent news 
and shows we are well placed to 
respond with a new way of working 
during these unprecedented 
circumstances.

“This means we can continue to 
drive forward day to day planning 
business as much as possible whilst 
continuing to observe all government 
guidelines in the fight against Covid-
19 meaning residents and businesses 
are still able to plan to an extent for a 
future beyond the crisis.” 

Other progress this week from 
a planning perspective includes 
the application for the proposed 
crematorium at Skipton-on-Swale 
which was validated on Wednesday 
(8 April) and a site notice has been put 
up.  A full public consultation period 
is now underway and will run until 
at least 29 April when all comments 
received will be reviewed. Full details 
are available on the HDC website.

CLA renews call for responsible countryside use 
after farmers report abusive behaviour

The CLA is reiterating Government 
calls to limit outdoor exercise to 
once a day, and when they do so 
in the countryside, respect farming 
operations as key contributors to food 
on our plates.

The renewed call comes after 
numerous farmers have suffered 
abuse by walkers not sticking to 
footpaths, trampling on crops, and not 
keeping their dogs on leads around 
livestock. In one instance, a farmer on 
the outskirts of York was threatened 
with being infected with coronavirus.

The CLA which represents 30,000 
landowners, farmers and rural 
business across England and Wales is 
urging the walkers, cyclists and horse 
riders to stick to public rights of way, 
keep dogs under control and take their 
litter home. These are all avoidable 
crimes, putting undue stress on the 
animals, farmers and an already 
resource-stretched police forces.

CLA Director North Dorothy Fairburn 
said: “It is totally unacceptable that 
farmers should suffer abuse by 
walkers trespassing on their fields. 
This is a real kick in the teeth to those 
working very hard to put food on our 
tables.”

“First and foremost, people should 
maintain social distancing and not 

veer off sign-posted footpaths. The 
daily exercise regime should not be 
seen as a ‘free for all’ abuse of 
the countryside. Those using the 
countryside should, especially under 
current circumstances, be conscious 
that the countryside is also a place 
of work where the land, livestock, 
machinery, wildlife and environment 
must be respected.

“The Countryside Code is generally 
adhered to by the majority of people, 
but there are a few worrying trends 
either based on anti-social behaviour 
or a lack of awareness of the working 
countryside.”

Three top tips for those using the 
countryside:

• Livestock worrying by dogs not 
adequately controlled by their owners 
is on the increase. Please keep your 
dog on a lead if you are anywhere near 
livestock. Even the best-trained family 
pet can chase sheep and wildlife if not 
kept under close control. Also, clear 
up after your dog.

• Fly-tipping is a blight on the 
landscape and can cost up to £800 
per incident to clear away and all at 
the farmer’s expense. Please ensure 
you take your litter home with you and 
dispose of bulky waste through proper 
legal channels.

• When riding a bike or driving a 
vehicle, slow down or stop for horses, 
walkers and farm animals and give 
them plenty of room. By law, cyclists 
must give way to walkers and horse- 
riders on bridleways.

The Countryside Code applies to all 
parts of the countryside in England 
and Wales. It aims to help everyone 
respect, protect and enjoy the 
outdoors.

CLA urges public to support under threat rural businesses
Millions of people have had to cancel 

their Easter holiday plans because 
of coronavirus. The Country Land 
and Business Association (CLA), 
which represents 5,000 rural tourism 
businesses, is urging them to re-book 
cancelled holidays in the UK once it is 
safe to do so. Choosing a ‘staycation’ 
is not only greener but is a great way 
to support the local economy.

Rural tourism is worth £18.5 billion 
a year to the economy and employs 
over 600,000 people. Yet, almost 
overnight, many businesses have shut 
down for an unknown period of time. 
This is having crippling consequences 
on a beloved industry.

Going on holiday in the UK is also 
one of the easiest steps you can take 
to reduce your emissions. An average 
domestic flight gives off three-times 
more Co2 emissions per mile travelled 
compared to travelling in a car.

Many farms now provide holiday 
lets, camping, bed and breakfasts and 
farm stays as a way to support their 
business. These farmers, who have 
already suffered from flooding and 
uncertain trading conditions, now face 
another hammering to their income. 
They need the support of British 
holidaymakers after this crisis is over.

The CLA is seeking reassurances 
from the UK Government on support 

for the sector, such as:
• A clear definition of what 

businesses make up the tourism 
industry so every business that needs 
it can access relevant Government 
support schemes.

• Fast payments of financial support 
to struggling firms, including wage 
cost support.

• A flexible approach from the 
insurance industry when dealing with 
rural tourism business claims.

• Clear and prompt guidance on 
what will happen to support schemes 
in the next 3-6 months so businesses 
can put in place recovery plans.

CLA Director North Dorothy Fairburn 

said: “Once the coronavirus pandemic 
is over, millions of people will want to 
take a well-deserved break, especially 
those who have cancelled their Easter 
holiday with friends and family.”

“When re-booking their holidays, we 
are asking people to consider staying 
in the Great British countryside to 
support local businesses. The hard 
truth is that thousands of businesses, 
who are extremely welcoming to their 
guests, will go bust without their 
support.”

“Choosing a staycation not only 
helps out small businesses up and 
down the country, but is also a great 
way to lower your carbon footprint."

Letter to the Editor
Dear Sir,
When this frightful situation is over 

our deaf children will need your help 
even more. Their assessment and 
treatment will have been put on hold 
and there will be so much to catch 
up on if these little ones are to have 
a near normal hearing life with their 
peers.

So if you`ve had a good sort out 
please e mail me on eunice.birch@
btinternet.com and help me to help 
them by donating your old jewellery, 
fountain pens etc I take these to 
auction (no fees!). Wonderfully kind. 
A cheque goes to the Ear Trust so no 
cash is ever involved and every penny 
buys things they need. Talking teddy 
bears Musical instruments. Sensory 
toys for those with sight problems too.

I hope to hear from you Keep well 
and thank you.

Eunice Birch
5 Coombs Close, Sutton on forest

Santander Text Scam
A reminder that online and phone 

scammers are just still trying to 
defraud victims as much as ever if not 
more so now. A recent scam is a text 
stating that it is Santander saying there 
has been an unusual attempt to login 
to your online Banking. Underneath is 
a link that it asks you to click on.

Do not click on this link or any other 
link from a text or email.
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Businesses encouraged 
to register on online 

marketplace 
A new website has been launched 

to enable North Yorkshire businesses 
and tradespeople who can work under 
Covid-19 restrictions to share what 
they offer with customers who need 
their services.

North Yorkshire Buy Local has 
been created by North Yorkshire 
County Council and can be found 
at www.northyorks.gov.uk/buy-local. 
Businesses and tradespeople that 
continue to provide essential goods 
and services during the outbreak are 
being encouraged to register now on 
this online marketplace.

Businesses can register in a 
range of categories, including food 
suppliers, retail, property services, 
transport, professional services and 
accommodation for key workers.

County Council Leader Cllr Carl Les 
said: “This is an extremely difficult 
time for businesses, as it is for those 
of us who are in self-isolation or 
staying at home to help to slow the 
spread of Covid-19. 

“Across the county, we have 
businesses that can offer vital services 
and people in need of those services. 
As businesses register on our Buy 
Local website it will help to bring these 
two together by making it easy for 
businesses to tell people where they 
are and what they offer and by giving 
customers a single place to check 
what is available to them locally.

“I urge all eligible traders and 
businesses to register on the site as 
soon as possible to help us to create 
a comprehensive one-stop shop for 
North Yorkshire residents.”

Information received from 
businesses will be assessed for 
suitability for the site. The aim will be 
to verify information within 24 hours 
during working days, after which 
residents will be able to access the 
information and contact businesses 
directly. 

Tradespeople permitted to 
work under Covid-19 restrictions 
include: plumbers; electricians; 
builders; handymen; and gardeners. 
Businesses that can trade include: 
supermarkets and other food shops; 
medical services, such as dental 
surgeries, opticians and audiology 
clinics, physiotherapy clinics, 
chiropody and podiatry clinics and 
other professional vocational medical 
services; pharmacies and chemists; 
petrol stations; bicycle shops; 
hardware shops and equipment, plant 
and tool hire; veterinary surgeries and 
pet shops; agricultural supplies shops; 
corner shops and newsagents; off-
licenses and licensed shops selling 
alcohol; laundrettes and dry cleaners; 
post offices; vehicle rental services; 
taxis; car garages and MoT services; 
car parks; high street banks, building 
societies, short-term loan providers 
and credit unions; and storage and 
distribution facilities.

Anyone who can provide services 
that support these essential functions 
at this time, should register on Buy 
Local and their suitability for the site 
will assessed in the usual way. 

Businesses can register on the site 
at www.northyorks.gov.uk/buy-local 

Don’t miss your chance to comment  
on home to school transport

Families have just over one week 
left to give their views on the future 
provision of home to school transport 
across North Yorkshire. 

The consultation, which asks 
residents to comment on proposals 
regarding charges and the use of 
accessible vehicles, will close this 
Sunday. 

In response to a legal challenge, 
North Yorkshire County Council 
last year suspended the practice of 
offering spare seats for a charge on 
most of its home to school services.

Most non-entitled pupils and post-16 
students had therefore been travelling 
for free since September, prior to the 
current lockdown measures due to 
coronavirus. But this loss of income 
by a council facing severe financial 
pressures is not sustainable in the 
long term.

Similarly, the council is unable to 
carry the additional annual £2.7m 
it would cost to make all home to 
school transport accessible. Currently, 
most mainstream home to school 
transport is not accessible as separate 
arrangements are made for entitled 
pupils with mobility needs. As the 
council already spends in excess 
of £24m providing home to school 
transport, this significant increase 
would have a serious and negative 
impact on other council services.

However, as the Government has 
recently provided exemptions for a 
period of time for school transport 
services that carry fewer than 20 per 
cent of fare-paying passengers, the 
council is consulting on a new range of 
options, including the re-introduction 
of charges from September 2020 for 
non-entitled and post 16 pupils.

The proposals are:
1. Transport only eligible pupils;
2. Charge for spare seats where it is 

legal to charge – but do not offer the 
use of spare seats on vehicles where it 
would not be lawful to charge;

3. Charge where it is legal to charge 
and allow other spare seats to be used 
for free;

4. Charge where it is legal to charge 
and allow other spare seats to be used 
for free until July 2021, from then 
charge for spare seats where it is legal 
to charge.

County Councillor Don Mackenzie, 
Executive Member for Access and 
Transport, said: “We would like all 
our home to school transport vehicles 
to be accessible, but the cost at the 
present time and in the legal timescale 
is prohibitive. It is simply not affordable 
given the very great pressures on our 
budget and the fact we still have 
£19m in savings to find overall. It is, 
of course, something we will work to 
provide through our contractors in the 
longer term.

“However, we know that our long 
tradition of enabling non-entitled and 
post-16 pupils to pay for spare seats 
on home to school transport is very 
popular and we wish to continue this 
tradition in some form, for as long as 
possible. I would urge families who 
use home to school transport to have 
their say on changes that will affect 
them.” 

The results of the consultation 
will be reported to the Executive in 
May. To take part, please visit www.
northyorks.gov.uk/home-to-school-
transport-consultation

CLA responds to nature-based report's tree 
planting recommendations

As the Natural Capital Committee 
has published its report on using 
nature-based interventions to reach 
net zero greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2050, the CLA has issued the 
following statement.

Mark Bridgeman, President of the 
CLA, said:

“It is absolutely the case that the 
right type of tree must be planted in 
the right place.  This ethos protects 
biodiversity, supports productive 
farm land and helps reduce carbon 
emissions.

“Tree planting on a large scale is 
absolutely necessary, and with the 
right support and guidance from 
Government agencies, landowners 
can play a major role in improving 
the environment.  This can partly be 
delivered by integrating trees with 
farming through hedgerows, copses 
and agroforestry practices; this can 

have multiple benefits for carbon, 
wildlife, water management, as well 
as supporting farmer’s ability to 
provide food for the country. It will 
take time but, with good information 
and advice and the right incentives, it 
can happen.

“There are already processes 
in place that mean that any new 
woodland creation over a certain 
area needs to have an Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA), which is a 
way to ensure that there is no damage 
to sensitive habitats.

“You improve soil by taking good 
care of it – reducing ploughing and 
using organic manure for example.  
You do not just give up and stop 
farming the land – particularly at a 
time when the country is becoming 
increasingly reliant on high quality, 
locally produced food.”

HAMBLETON CONTINUES TO PAY MILLIONS  
OUT TO LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Hambleton District Council (HDC) 
is continuing to pay out millions of 
pounds in business grants in response 
to the COVID-19 crisis, with almost 
£20m pounds worth now paid to local 
businesses.

The amount already paid out 
represents 63% of the total grant 
funding received from government.  
Approximately 2800 businesses are 
eligible for grants in Hambleton, with 
60% of eligible businesses making 
an application so far.  This means 
2060 applications have been received 
to date, with 1685 of these (82%) 
already paid out.    

From Wednesday 25 March, 
businesses across Hambleton have 
been able to apply for the grants 
designed to help and support them 
during the most challenging of times. 

Our team are working hard to turn 
applications around as quickly as 
possible as we understand how vital 
they are to businesses.

Those applying can help by making 
sure they provide us with accurate 
information and have their business 
rates reference number handy to 
make sure the grant can be paid out 
as quickly as possible.  This can be 
found on the demand notice posted 
out in March and will help the team 
process applications quicker.  

Councillor Mark Robson Leader of 
HDC said: “This is great news.  I know 
these grants are much needed in our 
business community who’ve been hit 
hard by the COVID-19 crisis.

“I would urge any business owners 
to check the Hambleton District 
Council website to check if they are 
eligible. The team are doing a superb 
job of working through the applications 
and really appreciate your support 
and understanding as they work to 
get through them all as quickly as 
possible. You can help by making sure 
your application is accurate.”

People urged to respect working farms 
The livelihoods of people who work 

on the land is being put at risk by 
people straying away from public 
footpaths during the coronavirus 
outbreak.

The plight of farmers whose work 
is being put in jeopardy by people 
walking across their fields and 
farmyards has been brought to the 
attention of North Yorkshire County 
Council.  The council is supporting 
their pleas for people to stay away, 
keep to public footpaths and not to 
travel onto farmland far from their 
own homes.

Suzanne Benson, who runs 
Nidderdale Llamas at Pateley Bridge 
is one of a number of farmers growing 
increasingly anxious about the threat 
caused by people getting lost and 
wandering in to farmyards. She said: 
“The Nidderdale Way runs through 
our farm and even during the last few 
days we have had people getting lost 
and walking off the footpath across 
our fields and into our garden and 
farmyard.  

“I think some of them want to come 
and see the llamas but this means 

they are touching the farmyard gates 
and fences and many come right up to 
us to ask the way, ignoring the need 
for social distancing. We are very 
worried about the spread of infection 
and the risk to our lives as well as 
theirs and what this would mean for 
our business.”

“North Yorkshire is the largest rural 
authority in the country and the work 
of farmers and others from the land is 
vital to the wellbeing and sustainability 
of our communities,” said Richard 
Flinton, the County Council’s Chief 
Executive. 

“Even today, when people have been 
ordered to follow the lockdown rules, 
we have been made aware of the risks 
to our farmers of people driving into 
the countryside and straying away 
from public rights of way, often across 
farmyards and fields.

“The countryside is a working 
environment, as well as a source of 
recreation and during the coronavirus 
outbreak our farmers and others 
working in rural areas have become 
increasingly worried by the numbers 
of people who continue, not only to 
drive in to the countryside but also to 
deviate from public footpaths.  This 
risks spreading infection to people 
working on the land.

“We understand it is important 
for people to take exercise, but 
people should not be driving into the 
countryside and everybody needs to 
respect the working environment of 
our farmers. 

Every single one of us has a crucial 
part to play and right now despite 
the improving weather, the most 
important thing we can do is stay at 
home and only take exercise from our 
doorstep.”

Suzanne Benson said: “In normal 
times we want people to come to see 

our llamas and alpacas and we love 
to have visitors.  But not right now.  
We want our business to be here still 
when coronavirus is over and so we 
are urging people to respect our space 
and lives, keep to footpaths, stay 

home, keep safe, help protect the NHS 
and save lives.” 

Picture shows: Suzanne Benson 
from Nidderdale llamas with one of 
her llamas, Rosebud.

ON THE BUS : TWO GIRLS TALKING 

I won’t say anything 
I won’t 

HE won’t know if we don’t say anything 
I won’t say anything 

It’ll be alright if we don’t go around saying “I won’t say anything” 
I won’t say anything 

I won’t say anything : Unless I’m asked. 
Verbatim record of a conversation I overheard on a bus in Leeds 

© Martin Whillock FRAS 1997

Send them to The Easingwold Advertiser, 
Advertiser Office, Market Place, Easingwold, York YO61 3AB 
or Email them to: news@easingwoldadvertiser.com or news@thirskweeklynews.com

PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
EASINGWOLD AND THIRSK
Have you any photographs from the last 50 years that might be of 
interest and bring back memories to readers in Easingwold and 
Thirsk areas?

Suitable captions and names of those pictured 
would be appreciated. 

These will be printed when space allows, 
and returned after publication.
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QUALITY RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNED FOR BRAFFERTON
A planning application has been 

submitted to Hambleton District 
Council for a prime residential 
development in the village of 
Brafferton, near York.

Easingwold-based developers 
Caedmon Homes, in partnership 
with the Evans Property Group, have 
submitted proposals for 28 quality 
houses.

14 of these will be sold on the open 
market, while 14 are designated as 
affordable homes for key workers.

Paul Brown, director of Caedmon 
Homes, commented: “This is a 
very exciting development, which 
will add to the excellent reputation 
of Brafferton as one of the most 
sought-after villages in the York and 
Easingwold areas.

“The site already has outline 
planning consent, so this reserved 
matters application is to agree building 
designs and layout with Hambleton 
Council. If all goes well, and Covid-19 
permitting, we are looking to start 
on site this summer, with the first 
homes available next Spring and 
the development completed in late 
Summer.

“The 14 affordable homes will 
be one and two-bed apartments 
and three-bed houses, while the 
remaining 14 will be four and five 

bed-houses. They will be based on our 
largest bespoke house designs, but 
tailored to Brafferton’s glorious rural 
environment,” said Mr Brown.

The architects for this development 
are Bowman Riley, while the main 
contractor will be announced shortly. 

Paul Brown explained: “The design 
of the site should ensure that it 
appeals to a broad section of the 
residential market, from key workers, 
to expanding families, executive 
couples and downsizers from large 
homes. 

“Brafferton and the next-door village 
of Helperby are the perfect places 
from which to commute, not just to 
York, but also to Leeds and Newcastle, 
thanks to the proximity of both the A1 
and the A19. The swift train journey 
from nearby York to London also 
ensures that a London commute is 
possible.

“At the same time, they are 
quintessential English villages, with 
an award-winning gastro pub, a 
village shop and post office, a doctor’s 
surgery, a school, a church, a village 
hall and a specialist butchers’.”

In the recent Sunday Times Best 
Places to Live in Britain supplement, 
both Easingwold and York were 
singled out for praise.

The newspaper described Georgian 

Easingwold “as home to independent 
stores with connectivity that makes 
the area easier to live in than the 
equally beautiful Dales on the other 
side of the A1. It attracts a steady 
stream of relocators, downsizers, 
upsizers and retirees”.

Places were ranked on factors 
including jobs, schools, local shops 
and broadband speed.  

“This was an exceptionally 
encouraging report,” said Mr Brown, 
“although it did confirm what many of 
who love and live in this area already 
knew.”

Thirsk and Sowerby Harriers
Last week, Harriers and friends 

completed a virtual Easter Handicap, 
with handicapping based on at least 
2 time trials over the term.  155 
members and guests, some as far 
away as Hong Kong, took place over 
the stipulated 2 miles, run near home, 
of course, and Duncan Fothergill 
tabulated the results, with Marian 
Codling declared the winner, Liz 
Stepehenson 2nd and Ken Evitt 3rd.  
Each runner paid a donation to Thirsk 
Clock, one of the club's favoured 
charities, and with a contribution from 
the club, about £1000 was raised, 
very much needed in these awful 
times.  Marian eventually got her 
shield, which she will hold for a year.

Meanwhile, ardent fell runner Marc 
Davies has been collecting his reward.  
Marc has done fell races all over 
the place, and as well as regularly 
appearing in the Dave Parry Series, 
likes runs attached to shows and 
village feasts.  Kilnsey Crag near 
Hebden Bridge is one such event, 
another, Osmotherley Show race, plus 

Pen Hill, and Charlesworth Chase, 
Simon Seat, to name but a few.   On 
one occasion on the way to a fell race, 
his tyres failed so he abandoned his 
car and thumbed a lift to the start 
of the race.  His wife, Bev, later 
collected him!  Generally speaking, 
like most runners, Marc is an "also 
ran", and runs purely for the love 
of it, but this year he won his age-
group section for the Winter Fell Race 
Series, his first ever trophy.  Very 
many congratulations Marc, and well 
deserved.  

He has been known to do the 
occasional parkrun, but generally 
speaking, he likes hills.  He's also 
a cycling enthusiast covering many 
miles.  He was out supporting riders 
at the Tour de France and had his 
house appropriately garlanded for the 
occasion.  But Tour de Yorkshire, Tour 
de anything, he will be there!

Pictured: Marc Davies celebrating 
with the compulsory drink after the 
Simon Seat Fell race.

County’s residents thanked for  
support over Easter break

Gratitude to all the North Yorkshire 
residents who responded so well to an 
appeal to be prepared for the Easter 
bank holiday weekend.

Before the weekend, North Yorkshire 
County Council asked people who 
are made vulnerable and isolated 
by the Covid-19 pandemic and who 
need help with things like shopping, 
prescriptions and other essentials to 
make preparations.

The widespread positive response to 
this call meant there was only modest 
demand for help with shopping and 
other essentials over the four-day 
break.

Gary Fielding, the County Council’s 
Director of Strategic Resources said: 
“We are grateful to all those who 
prepared for the weekend and helped 
others to do so and all those who 
are helping their neighbours through 
this crisis. We also thank the 23 
community support organizations 
with which we are working and 
the countless volunteers making a 
difference in communities across the 
county.

“The impressive response to our 
request meant that although we still 
had a lot of calls to our customer 
service centre, demand for help with 
shopping and other essentials was 
low. That helps us to prioritize those 
people who are most vulnerable.

“Support for the small number of 

people who needed help over the 
weekend was delivered by our own 
staff, the NHS and Ready for Anything 
volunteers. This allowed the people 
who make up the community support 
organizations and the incredible 
volunteers they work with to take 
a well-deserved and much-needed 
break.

“All 23 community support 
organizations are now back at work, 
continuing to provide invaluable help 
to people who don’t have a local 
support network.

“Our message to people in need 
remains the same: you are not alone. 
If support is not available from family, 
friends or neighbours or local groups, 
you should contact our customer 
service centre.”

People in need of help or who 
need the county council to support 
vulnerable friends and neighbours 
should call the customer service 
centre on 01609 780780. The centre 
is open seven days a week, 8am to 
5.30pm.

As well as looking out for neighbours 
and family, county residents are 
reminded of the importance of staying 
at home except for essential journeys 
and maintaining a safe distance of 
at least two metres if out, as well as 
washing hands regularly to help to 
keep the disease at bay.

Police thank residents and “very pleased” to see the  
county so quiet over Easter weekend

Gratitude is North Yorkshire Police’s 
message to the public after the four-
day Easter weekend as the force 
reports a much quieter county than 
expected.

Officers on patrol across the county 
over the four days reported quieter 
seafronts, beauty spots, towns 
and cities, which would usually be 
crowded with visitors at this time of 
year.

A small minority of people continued 
to ignore the restrictions however, 
and the force responded to reports of 
pockets of groups gathering, including 
a small number of BBQs and house 
parties, with the majority of reports 
coming in on Good Friday (10 April).

Mike Walker, North Yorkshire 
Police’s Assistant Chief Constable and 
Gold commander leading the response 
to the outbreak, said:

“North Yorkshire’s roads, beautiful 
national parks, coastlines, beauty 
spots and picturesque towns and 
cities would usually be bustling at 
this time of year – but we were very 
pleased to see the county so quiet 
over the long weekend.

“It’s humbling to see so many local 
people are listening and doing the right 
thing by staying home, protecting the 
NHS and saving lives and I once again 
want to thank each and every person 
who is following the Government’s 
guidance and is taking it seriously.

“Our officers were on patrol across 
the county and reported people, for 
the most part, complying with the 
guidance and engaging with them 
positively, showing support for their 
efforts to stop the spread of Covid-19.

“Unfortunately, a small number 
of people deemed it appropriate to 
continue with their plans to see people 
from outside their household – be it 
BBQs or visiting friends or relatives – 
and I would reiterate to this minority 
that by ignoring the guidance, you are 
putting the lives of vulnerable people 
at risk, and not least your own friends 
and family members.

“Our approach has always been 
to engage, explain and encourage 
members of the public to adhere to the 
guidelines and only use enforcement if 
we have to.

“We are incredibly grateful to our 
local communities. We appreciate 
their patience, resilience and respect 
and ask them to simply continue 
in that same manner. And please 
remember that policing continues and 
we are here for you if you need us.”

Under government regulations, you 

should only leave the house for very 
limited purposes:

• Shopping for basic necessities, 
for example food and medicine, which 
must be as infrequent as possible

• One form of exercise a day, for 
example a run, walk, or cycle – alone 
or with members of your household

• Any medical need, including to 
donate blood, avoid or escape risk of 
injury or harm, or to provide care or to 
help a vulnerable person

• Travelling for work purposes, but 
only where you cannot work from 
home.

For further information about the 
force’s response to coronavirus, 

advice on how to keep safe and 
Frequently Asked Questions visit the 
coronavirus page on their website.

What to do if you need urgent police 
help through the 999 service, but 
can’t speak

The Silent Solution is a system that 
enables a 999 mobile caller, who is 
unable to ask for police assistance or 
even make a noise, indicate that they 
are a genuine caller who requires an 
emergency police response. If you’re 
in an emergency situation and need 
police help, but can’t speak, dial 999 
and press 55 when prompted and the 
999 operator will know your call is 
genuine.

This was the A64 at Malton on Saturday afternoon

York officers out on patrol on the 
A64 Fulford interchange on Easter 

Monday
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CLA renews call for ban 
on sky lanterns

The CLA is calling for sky lanterns to 
be banned after it was suggested that 
sky lanterns should be released every 
Sunday to show support for the NHS.

The call is in line with Defra and 
the National Fire Chiefs Council who 
warned about the dangers of lighting 
sky lanterns which can cause wildfires 
and serious damage to farms, livestock 
and the environment.

CLA Director North Dorothy Fairburn 
said: “Releasing a naked flame, with 
absolutely no control over where it 
will land, is a serious threat to rural 
businesses, livestock, wildlife and the 
environment.”

“There is simply no responsible 
way to use them. They can kill 
animals, litter the countryside and 
start fires especially as the moorland 
is extremely dry at the moment 
which could spark another national 
emergency. These are all reasons why 
we’ve been campaigning for a number 
of years to get sky lanterns banned.”

“We are all keen to celebrate the 
invaluable work of the NHS at this 
terrible time, but there are much 
better ways to show our support than 
releasing dangerous and damaging 
sky lanterns. What an extraordinary 
waste of money! This money can be 
directed towards those working very 
hard to tackle this crisis.”

Yorkshire Cancer Research supports  
global COVID-19 study

Yorkshire Cancer Research has 
teamed up with NHS Trusts across 
the region to understand the impact 
of COVID-19 on the care of cancer 
patients needing life-saving surgery.

The charity is supporting a global 
study called CovidSurg-Cancer led 
by Mr Aneel Bhangu, a National 
Institute for Health Research Clinician 
Scientist in Global Surgery based at 
the University of Birmingham.

Researchers across the world will 
collect data to help answer questions 
about how hospitals are managing 
surgery during the pandemic and 
monitor the effect on patients.

John Edwards, Consultant Thoracic 
Surgeon at Sheffield Teaching 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, is 
leading Yorkshire’s contribution to the 
research.

Funding from Yorkshire Cancer 

Research will help coordinate the 
involvement of hospitals in the region 
and analyse the data collected.

The results of the study will help 
develop policy at regional and hospital 
level for both this outbreak and future 
pandemics.

Mr Edwards said: “It is important in 
these unprecedented times that we 
conduct research which can inform 
our decision making and practice not 
just during this outbreak but for the 
future too. We are very grateful for 
the support from Yorkshire Cancer 
Research.”

Dr Stuart Griffiths, Director of 
Research and Services at Yorkshire 
Cancer Research, said: “This research 
is clearly needed. The findings are 
urgently required to ensure we can 
manage cancer as well as possible in 
the context of the pandemic.”

Coronavirus: NFU and dairy industry  
united behind urgent call for action

Following a dairy crisis meeting held 
earlier today, the whole industry has 
united behind the need for meaningful 
action to avoid a national catastrophe 
in UK dairying.

NFU President Minette Batters 
and national dairy board chairman 
Michael Oakes led robust and frank 
exchanges with government officials 
on the desperate situation facing 
dairy farmers. They highlighted the 
need for a multi-pronged approach to 
avoid instability of the supply of milk 
to the public in the short term and 
irreparable damage to the milk supply 
chain in the long term.

Mrs Batters said: “We are absolutely 
united on the scale and immediacy of 
the problem. It’s clear we all agree 
on the need to act now to prevent a 
catastrophe in rural Britain.

“The UK dairy industry is an iconic, 
living, breathing and nourishing part 
of our food supply chain playing a 
key role in the national effort while 
Covid-19 ravages the country. It faces 
unprecedented disruption in the short 
term because it cannot furlough its 
dairy cows, and its farmers cannot 
make use of the considerable 
Treasury support measures like other 
sectors of the economy. The modest 

interventions we have outlined today 
will ensure that we continue to supply 
the country in the short term while 
maintaining the productive capacity 
of this most iconic of sectors post-
lockdown.

“I know Secretary of State George 
Eustice understands the dairy industry 
very well and I look forward to working 
with him to progress these arguments 
across Whitehall before the weekend.”

NFU dairy board chairman Michael 
Oakes said: “We’ve laid down four key 
asks of government that, if delivered 
together will avoid the decimation 
of this critical part of our national 
infrastructure. Two urgent actions 
are needed in the short term; a 
targeted grant scheme for affected 
famers that is similar to the Retail 
and Hospitality Grant Scheme, while 
Defra must convene a ‘Supply and 
Demand Management’ roundtable 
under competition law exemptions to 
maximise the flow of available milk 
through the supply chain.

“We also need government to act 
on our proposals to help deliver a 
national production reduction scheme 
and engage the EU Commission to 
access market support measures.”

“Don’t worry at home”, health commissioner  
offers advice to parents and carers

NHS Vale of York Clinical 
Commissioning Group (CCG) is 
asking that parents and carers in 
North Yorkshire continue accessing 
health services during the Covid-19 
pandemic if they are worried about 
their child’s health.

Whilst it is extremely important to 
follow Government advice to stay at 
home during this period, it can be 
confusing to know what to do when 

a child is unwell or injured. It is 
important to remember that NHS 111, 
GPs and hospitals are still providing 
the same safe care that they have 
always done.

Although Coronavirus/Covid-19 
is infectious to children it is rarely 
serious and so if a child is unwell it is 
likely to be a non-coronavirus illness, 
rather than the coronavirus itself.

Dr Nigel Wells, a local GP and the 

CCG’s Clinical Chair said: “Thank you 
for all of your help with staying at 
home, protecting the NHS and saving 
lives, however if your child becomes 
increasingly unwell, please remember 
that is unlikely to be coronavirus and 
therefore it’s best to talk to a health 
professional either via NHS 111, 

contacting your GP practice or dialling 
999 in urgent cases.”

The Royal College of Paediatrics 
and Child Health have outlined Red, 
Amber and Green guidance on what 
to do if children become unwell by 
listing a number of symptoms and the 
appropriate service to contact. This 

includes advice for if a child has a 
fever, difficulty breathing or persistent 
pains.

“We want to ensure that parents and 
carers are asking for help if they need 
it and don’t worry at home. Health 
services are still running safely for 
those who need them.”

An advice video for parents and 
carers is available on the CCG’s 
YouTube channel.

Easingwold Point to Point 2015
Normally April sees the Easingwold's Point to Point meeting take place and also the start of the Flat season at Thirsk Racecourse,  

let's hope we return to normal as soon as possible. This photo was in the Easingwold & District 2016 calendar
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153 fines issued as police thank the majority of residents for staying at home
The vast majority of people in North 

Yorkshire are complying with the 
Coronavirus legislation on restriction 
of movement. That’s the findings of 
North Yorkshire Police as the first 
national enforcement figures are 
released.

Since 2 April 2020, North Yorkshire 
Police has issued 153 fines to a 
minority of people who have failed 
to comply with the restrictions as 
officers work to protect the NHS and 
save lives.

Officers have spoken with 1,000s 
of people since the restrictions were 
introduced and have taken nearly 
2,000 direct reports from members 
of the public in relation to suspected 
breaches. They are pleased to report 
that most people have either a genuine 
reason for travelling or that talking 
to people is enough to help them 
understand the need to stay at home.

Assistant Chief Constable Mike 
Walker, said: “Since day one we 
have maintained our neighbourhood 
policing approach during the Covid-
19 response, focusing on what has 
become known as the three ‘Es’ 
strategy – engage, explain and 
encourage people to adhere to the 
restrictions, using enforcement as a 
last resort. We have also made it 
clear across our public messaging 
that we would take this approach 

so that people are in no doubt, and 
although we would prefer not to, we 
are not afraid to use enforcement if 
we have to.

“We have also maintained some 
of the lowest absence levels across 
the country, enabling us to increase 
our capacity and redirect resources 
towards frontline policing.  This has 
subsequently increased patrols and 
police visibility, resulting in greater 
engagement activity.

“Most people understand the gravity 
of the situation we face, most people 
are moved by the tragic stories we 
have seen, and most people have 
stayed at home.

“Yes there have been pockets of 
breaches across the county, but the 
majority of people have listened. Each 
area is different and each area brings 
its own challenges, for example, all 
of the fines issued in the Craven 
area, the home of the Yorkshire Dales, 
were issued to visitors, whereas in 
Scarborough and York, the majority of 
fines were issued to residents.

“I would like to reiterate my thanks 
to everyone who continues to stay at 
home. We will get through this, and 
we will continue to work together to 
protect the NHS and save lives.”

Julia Mulligan, North Yorkshire 
Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner, 
added: “The vast majority of us are 

following the Government instructions 
– staying home, protecting the NHS 
and saving lives – and I know most 
of us also back the approach we are 
taking in North Yorkshire to those who 
are flouting the rules.

“Given the size of our county, the 
magnet we are for visitors from across 
the UK and our ease of accessibility 
by major roads, it is no surprise that 
enforcement action has had to be 
taken in cases where people have 
not responded to engagement, 
explanation and encouragement. I 
fully support the approach of North 
Yorkshire Police and the brave officers 
and staff who continue to be on the 
frontline in our battle with coronavirus.

“For me, it’s simple – anyone can 
catch this brutal disease, and anyone 
can spread it, so those who do not 
follow the rules are putting themselves 
and others at risk. We must ensure the 
huge effort put in by the many who are 
selflessly complying is not undone by 
the dangerous few who aren’t.”

Figures in more details
North Yorkshire Police is 

geographically the largest single 
county police force in England. It 
polices

• 3,200 square miles including 
towns, cities and villages

• 6,000 miles of road

• Two national parks
• Two Areas of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty
• 55 miles of coastline
• The City of York

The 153 fines were issued at 101 
incidents meaning in some cases 
there was more than one person 

fined at one incident
Some incidents officers have 

encountered:
• Four men from London who were 

stopped in a car were all issued with 
a fine after they claimed to have 
travelled to York to buy a car

• Two women from South Yorkshire 
were fined after driving a 200-mile 
round trip as they wanted to fly a 
drone at the seaside

• Two men from West Yorkshire 
were fined after travelling to North 
Yorkshire to buy a second-hand TV

• In the Scarborough area several 
people were fined after numerous 
people from different households 
gathered at a public place to have a 
barbeque.

• Group of three men on Scarborough 
seafront intoxicated

• Couple from West Yorkshire 
camping near village on the North 
York Moors

Adults responsible for children
10 fines have been issued to parents 

or guardians for failing to control a 

child under 18
Breakdown in fines across areas
• Craven District – 20
• Hambleton District – 25
• Harrogate District – 6
• Richmondshire District – 6
• Ryedale District – 5
• Scarborough District – 44
• Selby District – 15
• City of York – 32

Out of 153 fines:
57.7 percent have been issued to 

residents of North Yorkshire
42.3 percent have been issued to 

non-residents including:
• 18.3 percent issued to residents of 

West Yorkshire
• 11.8 percent issued to residents 

of Cleveland
• The remainder have been 

issued to people from London, 
Durham, Lancashire, Humberside, 
Nottinghamshire, South Yorkshire and 
Cheshire.

• 91 of the 153 fines were issued 
over the four-day Easter bank holiday 
weekend.

Gender and age
Male 126, Female 27
Age
18 – 25:  68 fines issued, 26 – 35:  

49 fines issued, 36 – 45:   19 fines 
issued, 46 – 55:  10 fines issued, 56 
– 65:    4 fines issued, 65 and over: 3 
fines issued.

CAEDMON HOMES SHORTLISTED FOR MAJOR HONOUR IN RESI AWARDS 
Caedmon Homes, a North Yorkshire-

based residential developer, has been 
shortlisted for a major honour in the 
prestigious 2020 Resi Awards.

Caedmon, whose headquarters are 
at Easingwold, has been recognized 
for its work on three acclaimed 
developments at Whitby, Kirby Hill, 
near Boroughbridge, and York.

The Resi Awards, which are 
organized by Property Week magazine 
and regarded as the Oscars of the 
residential property industry, will be 
held at a glittering ceremony in central 
London in December.

Caedmon, founded in 2018, has 
been nominated in the Newcomer of 
the Year category.

Director Paul Brown commented: “I, 
and my fellow directors Rufus Salter 
and Andrew Jones, are very proud 
and honoured to receive recognition 
for our work on our three Yorkshire 
developments as we know how strong 
and competitive the Resi Awards 
shortlist is. It is tremendous that we 
are right there in the mix”.

“We have enjoyed a successful 

12 months – launching three quality 
developments, worth a combined total 
of £25 million, in prime locations 
in our home county. All three 
developments are timely responses to 
the need for housing in the Yorkshire 
area, reflecting the buyers’ need 
for aspiration and individuality with 

bespoke designs that are rarely found 
in other housing developments.”

He explained: “We build residential 
schemes that are not ‘over-developed’ 
and add value to their community and 
surroundings. They are underpinned 

by the key characteristics of integrity, 
reliability, innovation, financial stability 
and environmental impact.”

The three developments are St 
John’s Mews in York; Priory Meadows 
at Kirby Hill, near Boroughbridge; and 
Spa Well Court in Whitby. All three 
developments saw significant sales 

before completion, underlining the 
quality of the residential offering, both 
in design and build, as well as the 
superb locations.  

Meanwhile more than 60 per cent 
of the 34-house development at 
Priory Meadows in Kirby Hill in the 
heart of the village has been sold. 
The development comprises two-
bed bungalows to five-bed houses, 
with prices ranging from £377,500. 
Caedmon are also sponsoring the local 
Boroughbridge football team.

Paul Brown explained: “These three 
developments, combined with the 
purchase of a prime site at Brafferton, 
near York, in conjunction with the 
Evans Property Group, and potential 
projects in Sheffield, York and 
Teesside, have given us a tremendous 
start as quality residential property 
developers.

“In an increasingly crowded market 
place, we believe our attention to 
detail, commitment to sustainability, 
affordable housing and community 
involvement, forensic selection of 
locations and successful sales ratio, 
stand out.”

Anne Haggas added: “Overall, 
Caedmon Homes have achieved a 
tremendous amount since they began 
their residential development journey 
two years ago. To complete three 
successful developments and embark 
on others, with just three directors, 
within such a tight timescale and in a 
challenging market place, makes the 
company a genuine contender for the 
Newcomer of the Year in this year’s 
Resi Awards.”

Rise in novice cyclists and drop in traffic prompts 
police to share safety message

Police are sharing safety advice for 
cyclists after detecting more on the 
road as vehicle numbers dwindle.

It coincides with better weather and 
lighter nights, which typically means 
more people take to the road on two 
wheels.

Recent Cabinet Office data shows 
that UK traffic has fallen to 1955 
levels following Covid-19 journey 
restrictions.

However, police are warning cyclists 
they still need to take safety seriously, 
as well as observing new rules to 
prevent the spread of Covid-19.

Government measures allow “one 
form of exercise a day, for example 
a run, walk, or cycle - alone or with 
members of your household”.

The government goes on to say: 
“When doing this you must minimize 
the time you are out of your home and 
stay at least two metres (6ft 6") away 
from anyone else that isn’t from your 
household.”

Major Collision Investigation 
Sergeant Kirsten Aldridge said: “While 
North Yorkshire roads are quieter, 
there are still lots of things cyclists 
need to be mindful of.

“Firstly, quieter roads have led to 
some drivers dramatically exceeding 
the speed limit. While we’re trying 
to enforce this as widely as possible, 
it puts cyclists and pedestrians at 
significant risk.

“Secondly, the government 
measures make it clear that cyclists 
need to practice social distancing and 
should only ride alone or with people 
from the same household. Please 
remember that, as our officers are 
out on patrol ensuring people follow 
these rules.

“Finally, we’d remind drivers 
that they should always expect the 
unexpected around each corner, 
especially at the moment, and pass 
cyclists at a minimum distance of 
1.5 metres (4ft 11") when it is safe 
to do so.”

North Yorkshire Police has also 
noticed that many new cyclists are 
taking to the road, including families 
with children who have started cycling 
as their one-a-day form of exercise.

The force is sharing the following 
seven safety tips with novices:

• Plan your journey in 
advance and advise someone of 
where you are going and when you 
intend to return, especially if you are 
cycling in a remote location.

• If you are riding as a family 
with young children, consider riding 
routes with dedicated cycle paths to 
ensure the safety of young children 
and pedestrians. Please remember 
that if you are cycling on the roads 
that vehicles such as HGVs, are still 
regularly travelling routes in order to 
move much-needed supplies. Large 
vehicles might scare and unbalance 
young children on bicycles when 
overtaking them.

• Ensure that your bicycle 
is road-worthy. If it has been 
unused for a while, ensure that the 
mechanisms such as brakes and 
gears are working and that tyres are 
pumped up before starting any ride. 
Brake failure can cause a serious 
collision.

• Think about your 
positioning in the road and whether 
you can be seen by other road 
users. Wearing reflective clothing 
and ensuring that your bike is fitted 
with lights and/ or reflective discs 
helps with visibility. Assuming a 
position towards the centre of the 
lane where possible maximizes the 
rider’s line of vision and means that 
other road users have a clear view of 
you.

• If you are riding with 
protection around your face ensure 
that this does not restrict your head 
movement and that you are able to 
look around freely without restriction 
so that safety checks can be carried 
out.

• If you’re riding with your 
family, help motorists overtake you 
with the safe distance of 1.5 metres 
(4ft 11"), promoted by our Close 
Pass campaign, by filtering down to 
single file.

• Effectively communicate 
with other road users, by using hand 
signals when turning left or right. Try 
to make eye contact with other road 
users and pedestrians to ensure that 
they have seen you.
Sgt Aldridge added: “As long as 

people follow the government’s rules 
about how they exercise and observe 
social distancing while they do it, we 
want to give people the knowledge 
they need to ride safely.

“North Yorkshire is a beautiful county 
with a strong cycling scene and 6,000 
miles of roads. That’s plenty of road 
for everyone if all road users stick to 
the law, take sensible precautions and 
look out for one another.”
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Tucker Talks 742 (digital)
Onward

Amidst the gloom it is a pleasure 
to report that we are a grandparent 
again, to a little boy born late on 
Maundy Thursday in York. Adding our 
congratulations, we enquired of its 
weight and another grandchild came 
on the phone and said it was 9 stone 
7 pounds. After some discussion we 
settled on 9 lbs 7 oz. 

So here we are in week 4, or is it 5 
or 105, of the great lockdown, and I 
imagine that many of us have adjusted 
to new patterns of life. My aim is 
trying to keep well, keep distanced, 
keep properly fed and above all keep 
sane! We have new categories of 
existence. I live in a “household” and 
am “vulnerable”. What I used to call 
meeting people is “social contact”, 
now replaced by “social distancing”.

On the rare occasions when I have 
driven, lawfully, for short distances on 
the A19, it has felt really weird, with 
almost nothing else on those broad 
empty carriageways. Of all the times 
for the price of petrol and diesel to 
fall dramatically – just when we can’t 
drive about as we would wish! 

At the Thirsk sorting office, Royal 
Mail has changed the shift times so 
that there are fewer people in the 
office at any time. 

Churches and their congregations 
have suffered complete closure of 
their buildings, but have reacted 
strongly. Methodist Minister the Rev. 

Denise Williamson painted a very 
positive picture of mutual care within 
her church and outreach to others in 
need. “Overall the members of the 
church are coping very well. A lot of 
people are looking after each other by 
phone, facebook and WhatsApp, and 
keeping an eye on our more vulnerable 
people,” she told me. “There is 
a really good sense of everybody 
keeping in touch and shopping etc.” 
There is a downside: they cannot use 
the church. “People miss meeting and 
seeing each other and worshipping 
together.” The material which can be 
viewed at the church website “isn’t 
the same.”  “Of all the times in the 
year – Easter! But we understand 
why we are doing it. We don’t need 
a church building to worship – it’s a 
good lesson we can learn.” 

At the studio of Minster fm, news 
editor David Dunning’s working day 
is relatively unaffected because of the 
wonders of technology. Although the 
world has had plagues, epidemics and 
wars in the past we have today the 
best science to help us combat it and 
fight back. They are able to continue 
their full service, and who is to know 
if the newsreader is sitting at home 
with a good quality line to the studio. 
All face-to-face contact has stopped. It 
is possible to get almost studio quality 
sound with the right phone. 

Also at home is the Mayor of Thirsk, 
David Duffey. The mayoral chain of 

office is sitting in its box at present, 
no council meetings or events to open. 
“It’s very strange and surreal,” he 
told me. “We conduct business as 
much as possible by phone.” Council 
Clerk Howard Kemp has been given 
delegated powers for urgent decisions. 
The public toilets are closed, so is 
the play equipment, everything 
is on hold. Council meetings have 
been suspended, for how long no 
one knows. They will explore video 
conferencing if this goes on much 
longer. One task they are doing is 
working with Community Works at St 
James Green passing on information 
about vulnerable people who may 
need help of one sort or another.

Our MP Kevin Hollinrake continues 
to work to help constituents even 
though Parliament is not sitting. He 
is finding that some of the work is 
done quicker and more purposefully 
by using email and phone. Select 
Committees of the House, which can 
examine workings of government 
departments are still happening, 
although by video conference. He was 
concerned that this may not be as 
effective as face to face interrogation. 
“There are real dynamics when you 
put people in a certain  situation,” 
he told me. As one who has cross-
examined a fair number of defendants 
in court, I agree. Similarly in the 
Chamber of the House, MPs sitting 
on and occasionally rising from their 
green leather benches to intervene in 
debates can interrogate and shape the 
workings of government.  

When I spoke to him, he was about 
to call the local NFU to discuss the 
problems this pandemic is causing 
to farmers. It is not all gloom. He 
pointed out that the bacon factory 
is Malton is taking on extra staff to 
cope with increased demand from 
supermarkets. I asked if he thought 
that there was a case for allowing 
garden centres to open on the same 
basis as food shops in order to sell 
plants and sundries so that gardeners 
can grow their own veg. Yes, he said, 
albeit with tight controls. 

Planning
Hambleton District Council has 

changed – simplified – how it 
deals with planning applications.  
Government likes committees, but 
now they are cancelled. Instead, a 
“virtual” consultative panel involving 
officers, the chairman and vice 
chairman of the planning committee 
and the cabinet portfolio holder for 
planning deals with as much business 
as possible and issues decisions. 

Kids
According to a paper in The Lancet, 

188 countries have closed their 
schools, putting 90% or 1.5 billion 
young people out of education. On its 
own, closing our schools and keeping 

kids at home has a marginal impact 
on the spread of coronavirus, but what 
effect does it have on the children and 
young people themselves?

The classic idea is that kids don’t 
like school and are happy to be out of 
it. I blame Mr Shakespeare, who in his 
“seven ages of man” speech in As You 
Like It tells of the “whining schoolboy, 
with his satchel and shining morning 
face, creeping like snail unwillingly 
to school.” Today’s reality is different 
for most. At school, one’s class is 
a family, and engenders loyalty to 
the school itself. Sports and physical 
activity are laid on, and new ideas and 
skills are developed in an organised 
way. Children gain confidence, learn 
facts and skills, and discover what 
is and is not right as they grow into 
young citizens. Children with special 
needs get special support. Children 
from poor families get hot school 
lunches. 

Now our children are afraid, for their 
families and friends, for themselves. 
They pick up the anxiety of their 
parents. Their routines have gone, 
along with their access to sports, 
friends and social activities which they 
can enjoy together. Children are by 
and large very socializing people; the 
phone is a poor substitute. For those 
working towards exams, they have 
lost the opportunity to show that they 
could do it, and those in their final year 
will have to rely on a cobbled-together 
and untried assessment system to 
determine their grades and through 
them their progress to university or 
other training. 

Hours spent in front of a computer 
screen whilst snacking is bad, and 
will be even worse if it continues after 
the emergency is over. Obesity is a 
problem in young people that has not 
been well handled so far, and there 
is evidence that it leads to a host 
of other physical conditions as well 
as a greater tendency to feelings of 
isolation. Not good news. 

All this leads me to think that if the 
fierce clampdown on our freedom of 
movement and association is to be 
relaxed in stages, getting the schools 
open again should be the first step or 
one of them, and in all probability we 
should forget the long summer holiday 
in order to make up for lost time. 

Coping
Don’t be cut off. Call someone. 

Ask for help – it’s no surprise if 
people need it. If you are worried 
about friends, family, either close or 
far away, it’s no surprise. Share the 
worry, it will help.  There will be 
positives, and if you doubt it, I’ll be 
looking more at those soon, l. Till then 
look after yourself and don’t be afraid. 

TUCKER

TALKS 
THIRSK

School's Out
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Well here at the Easingwold Advertiser & 
Thirsk Weekly News, we have our very 
own little people who like to hide in the 
newspaper. They can be very tricky to find, 
as they are very small and they like to jump 
from page to page and get into all kinds of 
mischief!

Every week, either Tommy or Tracey will be 
hiding somewhere in the newspaper – if you 
can find one of them you could win a prize!

Just take a picture or cut them out, and 
send to us with your name, age, address and 
contact number and each week there will be 
one lucky winner.

Email to: claire@ghsmith.com or post to:  
The Advertiser Office, Market Place, Easingwold, York YO61 3AB

T&C apply: No cash alternative. Winner’s photo must appear in the 
newspaper, only one entry per person, per week.

news@easingwoldadvertiser.com 
news@thirskweeklynews.com

01347 821329

Got a 
story?
Let us know

Did 
you 

know...?

I’d like 
to say...

Coronavirus
Pandemic

Please note that due to the Covid-19 virus our 
staff are working from home.

 You can still contact us during working hours 
using the normal telephone numbers: 01347 

822875 or 01347 822598 for the Car Scheme or 
by email at:  

info@edcca.org.uk

We are co-ordinating volunteers to assist people 
in Easingwold and the surrounding villages who 

are self-isolating or in need of help with shopping 
and collecting prescriptions. Please let us know if 

you are willing to volunteer or need help.

Thank you

Day Centre and Woven Branches is currently 
closed and all minibus outings have been 

cancelled until further notice due to the Covid-
19 virus.

Meals on Wheels
Due to the Covid- 19 pandemic Easingwold 
District Community Care  Association has 

extended this service to 5 days a week  - Monday 
to Friday.

The meals service supplies a freshly cooked, 
nutritious, hot two course meal, delivered by 
a team of friendly volunteers. This service is 
currently offered in a number of local areas. 

Please contact Helen Beck on 07541 356046 or 
email: helen.beck@edcca.org.uk

The daily cost is £6.80 with free delivery. 
Payment will be by invoice.

Thirsk Clock and Thirsk 
Community Care  

(now known jointly as 
Thirsk Community Works) 

Thirsk 
Community 

Care &  
Thirsk Clock

For more information, 
 including volunteering 

opportunities, you can visit  
thirskcommunitycare.org.uk 

or thirskclock.com
Church Hall, St James 

Green, Thirsk, YO7 1AQ
Tel: 01845 524 494  E-mail: 

info@theclock.org
Thank you for your 
ongoing support.

No congregating


